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CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 2596 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, HU, GY, (JAGAN, CHEDDI) 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF CHEDDI JAGAN 

REF: GEORGETOWN 2558 

1 . DURING CALL TO CONSUL OCTOBER 17 TO INQUIRE ABOUT STATUS 
OF VISA REQUEST, OPPOSITION LEADER CHEDDI JAGAN CONFIRMED 
THAT HE HAD BEEN "PULLED IN" BY POLICE IN BERBICE ON OCTOBER 
13, THEN QUICKLY RELEASED, ALTHOUGH THE CAR IN WHICH HE 
HAD BEEN TRAVELING WAS DETAINED FOR THREE DAYS. HE 
CHARACTERIZED THE EVENT AS RIDICULOUS AND FOOLISH. 

2. FONMIN WILLS HAS TOLD US POLICE HAD NOT KNOWN JAGAN WAS 
IN THE CAR AND THAT HE WAS RELEASED IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
ARRIVAL AT POLICE STATION. THIS AND JAGAN'S VERSION OF 
EVENTS TEND TO CONFIRM THAT JAGAN PERSONALLY WAS NOT THE 
TARGET OF THE POLICE. 
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